Child Placing Agency
Purpose:
The intent of the following policy is to describe the requirements for a Child Placing Agency as defined in Chapter 63.032, F.S., who engage in the placement or adoption of children, as defined in subsection 65C-15.001(2), F.A.C. be licensed by the Department of Children and Families. (DCF)
Policy:
CDS will maintain appropriate policies, procedures and operations to comply with Department of Children and Families requirements for a Child-Placing Agency  

Procedure and/or Process:
· CDS as a licensed child-placing agency may place a 17-year-old child in an approved licensed residence, or the unlicensed residence of an adult who has supervisory responsibility over the child.  However, DCF or CDS must retain supervisory responsibility and file an appropriate Transitional Plan with the Court.
· Within 90 days of CDS taking a child into care for the purpose of adoption, the agency shall file a petition for termination of parental rights or for temporary custody.

· At Risk Placements: DCF and CDS shall be required to have an at risk placement document signed by the prospective adoptive parent or parents prior to placement of a child in their home, if CDS does not have a court order documenting termination of parental rights of the child being placed for adoption.

· At Risk Placement Documents. The At Risk Placement Document shall contain a statement that DCF or CDS does not have commitment of the child for the purpose of adoption and the reason for it, that proceedings have been started to obtain commitment, that CDS will notify the adoptive family, in writing, of the court’s decision and that the child may be removed from the home. The adoptive parents must agree to returning the child to CDS.

· CDS shall comply with Chapter 63 and Section 409.175, F.S., which is hereby incorporated by reference.

· DCF agrees to provide licensed child-placing agencies with changes to state policy rules and laws which affects their operation as set forth in these rules.

· Specific Authority 63.202, 409.175 FS. Law Implemented 63, 409.175, 409.165 FS. History–New 12-19-90, Amended 10-27-93, Formerly 10M-24.004.
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