Protective Investigators and On-Call Protective Services Workers

Performing Recovery Duties

Utilizing Interface Office/Room Space During After-Hours

Purpose:
The intent of the following policy is to assist the Department of Children and Families (DCF) and the Partnership for Strong Families (PFSF) in providing a safe environment for their staff and youth in their custody that Interface is not in a position to admit.
Policy:
Upon request
Interface will allow DCF/PFSF to utilize space within the     facility to care for youth under their direct supervision for periods of short duration to ensure the protection and safety of all involved.

Background:
During after hours, PI’s and Recovery workers are sometimes faced with having to interview, process and remain with children, while placements are being located, in buildings in which no other staff are present. This can present possible risk management issue, i.e., the child making allegations of impropriety or inappropriate behavior on the part of staff members.  In order to mitigate the likelihood of a child making such allegations senior PFSF and DCF staff met with senior management of CDS and sought permission to utilize the waiting area or other designated areas of their Interface residential programs to interview the above-mentioned children.  Interface has generously agreed to the joint DCF/PFSF request and effective 12/17/04 DCF/ PI workers and PFSF Recovery workers will be permitted to utilized designated space at the 3 Interface locations (Gainesville, Palatka and Lake City) to interview children.

Procedure and/or Process:

The following are guidelines that were agreed upon and must be followed in order to maintain this arrangement. 

1. Only children ages 10-17 can be brought to Interface by DCF/PFSF staff.

2. DCF/PFSF staff must call ahead of time and notify Interface that they will be coming to utilize Interface.  (Gainesville-352-334-3833, Palatka-386-312-2220, Lake City-386-758-5780) and inform the Interface Shift Leader or other staff person of the expected time of arrival. 

3. In the event that the DCF/PFSF worker has a change in plans and will not be going to Interface then they are to call and notify Interface that they won’t be coming. 

4. Upon arrival at Interface DCF/PFSF staff will sign in the visitors log and Interface will log the DCF/PFSF staff member and first name and last initial of the child accompanying the DCF/PFSF staff member in their staff daily log.

5. Basically, Interface staff will treat DCF/PFSF staff as visitors.

6. DCF/PFSF staff are to remain in charge of and directly supervise any child that they bring to the Interface program. DCF/PFSF staff are fully responsible for the supervision of the children that they bring to Interface. 

7. While at Interface DCF/PFSF staff are under the direction of Interface staff and will respond immediately to requests/directives given by Interface staff.

8. Interface staff will inform DCF/PFSF staff as to what area the DCF/PFSF staff can use.

9. DCF/PFSF staffs are to utilize their own cell phones and not Interface telephones.

10. At the discretion of Interface staff, DCF/PFSF children may utilize board games, participate in limited Interface activities, and receive snacks, especially during extended visits.

11. When DCF/PFSF staffs have completed their work and are departing Interface they are to notify Interface staff of their departure.
12. Any problems, concerns or issues related to this arrangement should be immediately directed to PFSF, Director or Mark Williams, DCF, District Operations Manager-352-955-5014.
Rev. 12/04, 2/08
Page 1 of 2
P-1179

