Statement of Purpose
Purpose:
The purpose of the Independent Living Program is to improve the transition into  

                        adulthood for children ages 16 through 22 in foster care, extended foster care or   

                        other eligible youth who have aged out of foster care, by providing ongoing skill 

                       building, support, guidance and advocacy and referral in partnership with the 

                       youth. 
Philosophy:
 The CDS Independent Living Program is committed to assisting youth achieve  

 their academic and vocational goals based on the youths strengths, abilities and   

 preferences whenever possible, while attempting to ensuring that all youth   

 reside in a safe and supportive environment connected with caring adults. 
Location:     3615 S.W. 13th Street, Gainesville, FL 32608                                         
Telephone:      352-244-0628                                                      Fax:     352-244-0668                                                                      

Services and Method of Delivery: Case Planning, Life Skills, Daily Living Skills, Case Management, Support and Advocacy will be provided by trained Independent Living   Counselors who will meet/have contact with the youth at least monthly or quarterly as applicable.
Need for the services to be provided in the geographic area served: CDS is contracted with the Partnership with Strong Families to provide state mandated services to youth in foster care, extended foster care, eligible youth who have aged out of foster care, and adopted or placed in permanent guardianship after turning 16.
Fees: There are no fees associated with the Independent Living  
Geographical area to be served: Alachua County, Bradford County, Columbia County, Dixie County, Gilchrist County, Hamilton County, Lafayette County, Levy County, Madison County, Putnam County, Suwannee County, Taylor County, Union County

Publicity regarding the availability of these services:  Website, brochure, presentations to affiliated organizations and referral sources

Referral Source:  Department of Children & Families via Partnership for Strong Families
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