Screening for Eligibility and Target Population

Purpose: 
The intent of the following policy is to ensure that youth are appropriately identified and screened for services.

Policy: 
The program shall target and screen youth for services in accordance with requirements outlined in Florida Statutes Chapter 984 and contractual requirements.  Youth who are inappropriate or ineligible for Interface Youth Program shall be provided referrals to other resources.

Procedure and/or Process:

Youth and Families targeted for services through the CINS/FINS contract are defined as follows:

Families In Need of Services (FINS): A family that has a child for whom there is no court ordered supervision by the Department of Juvenile Justice or the Department of Children and Family Services for an adjudication of dependency or delinquency.  The child/family and/or referral source must be concerned for current or potential occurrences of the youth, 

1)
Running away or threatening to run away from parents or legal guardian or custodian; and/or 

2)
Disobeying the reasonable and lawful demands of parents or legal guardian or custodian and being beyond their control; and/or 

3)
Being truant from school or having other school related problems
4) Being Lockouts and /or Homeless

5) Being involved in Domestic Violence

6) Allegedly having committed a delinquent act, but is not eligible for secure detention

7) Being a Probation Respite Referral meeting eligibility criteria

Child In Need of Services (CINS): This is an adjudication status for a child for whom there is no pending investigation into an allegation or suspicion of abuse, neglect, or abandonment; no pending referral alleging the child is delinquent; or no current supervision by the Department of Juvenile Justice or the Department of Children and Family Services for an adjudication of dependency or delinquency.  The court must also find the child: 

1)
To have persistently run away from the child’s parents or legal custodians despite reasonable efforts of the child, the parents or legal custodians, and appropriate agencies to remedy the conditions contributing to the behavior; and/or, 

2)
To be habitually truant from school, while subject to compulsory school attendance, despite reasonable efforts to remedy the situation pursuant to and through voluntary participation by the child’s parents or legal custodians and by the child in family counseling services, and treatment offered; and/or, 

3)
To have persistently disobeyed the reasonable and lawful demands of the child’s parents or legal custodian, and to be beyond their control despite efforts by the child’s parents or legal custodians, and appropriate agencies to remedy the conditions contributing to the behavior. 

4) Lockouts/Homeless youth 

Partnership for Strong Families or the Department of Children and Families youth referred who have been removed from their homes due to allegations or suspicion of abuse, neglect, or abandonment and/or are foster care youth in need of temporary shelter.

Youth targeted for residential services must be more than 9 and less than 18 years of age.  Youth who are 18 years of age in need of shelter shall be served by referral.

Youth targeted for non-residential services must be more than 5 years old and less than 18 years old.
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